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HEVINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

PROPOSED MEETING DATES FOR 2022  

February No meeting 

1st March 

5th April Annual Parish Meeting 

3rd May Annual Parish Council Meeting 

7th June 

5th July 

August No meeting 

6th September 

4th October 

November No Meeting 

6th December

Hevingham Parish Councillors 
Mr Shane Ward - Chairman -  

01603 755314 
Mrs Suzanne Benton - Vice Chair - 

01603 754488 

Mr Alan Bunn – 01603 755340 

Mr David Holmes – 01603 755203 

Mr Simon Howes – 01603 755234 

Mr Alex Long - 07770909882 

Mr Ian Nickalls – 01603 755667 

Mrs Jacqui Norton – 01603 754342 

Mr Terence Palmer – 01603 754855 

Mrs Anita Ramsbottom – 01603 755448 

Mr Mervyn Williamson – 01603 754669 

Karen Medler (Clerk to the Parish Council)- 
01603 754134 
Mon- Fri 9am-3pm excluding bank holidays 

Helplines  

Age UK Norfolk –    Information & Advice – 0300 500 1217   Email - advice@ageuknorfolk.org.uk 
Alzheimer’s Society –   Customer Care 0330 333 0804     Dementia Connect Support 0333 150 3456 
Anglian Water – 0800 771 881 
British Gas –   0800 111 999 
Childline –   0800 1111 
Covid -19 HMRC Helpline –   0800 024 1222 
Equal Lives Disability Support and advice - 01508 491210 
First  Response Mental Health advice and support  –   0808 196 3494 
Frank –   0300 123 6600 
Matthew Project –   0845 868 8172 
Mind – Mental Health Support   0300 330 5488 
Norfolk Citizens Advice –   0800 144 8848 
Norfolk County Council Children’s and Adults Social Services –   0344 800 8020 
NHS Medical Help -   111 
Police Emergency –   999   Non-Emergency –   101 
Refuge Domestic Abuse Helpline –   0808 2000 247 
Sane Mental Health Support –   0300 304 7000 
Shelter –   0808 800 4444 
Stepchange –   0800 138 1111 
The British Red Cross  Support –   0808 196 3651                                                                                                            
The Samaritans –   116 123 
The Silverline –   0800 4 70 80 90 
Trussell Trust foodbanks –   01722 580 80 
Turn to us –   0808 802 2000  
UK Power Networks –   0800 31 63 105

mailto:advice@ageuknorfolk.org.uk
mailto:advice@ageuknorfolk.org.uk


Editor’s Comments

Have we arrived at the ‘New Normal’ yet or are 
we still experiencing Omicron (and on, and 
on…)? At the time of writing it is surmised that 
the Omicron variant burns brightly and then 
fizzles out almost as quickly. What it means to 
us is that so many people get the virus that 
there few left to be infected. Are we finally to 
see the end of the coronavirus pandemic?

Welcome to the Spring edition of 
Hevingham News. I had rather hoped 
there would be a rush of volunteers to 
pick up the mantle of village magazine 
editor but I have to say that there have 
been no enquiries about any of the 
volunteer posts. So I have placed the list 
again, unchanged, in the hope that the 
previous article might have been 
overlooked and there is yet someone 
within the village with a passion for their 
community and a willingness to become 
involved.


In this quarterly issue we plan for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 
Elizabeth became Queen on 6 February 
1952 and plans for celebrating her 70 
years will take place in June. The 
government have moved the late May 
Bank Holiday to Thursday 2nd June to 
make a four-day celebration.


On Thursday 2nd June there will be a 
parade for He Majesty, the Trooping of 
the Colour, along with the lighting of 
beacons all over the country. The Parish 
Council did discuss whether we wanted 
to purchase a beacon (or indeed light a 
fire as some parishes may be doing) but 
considering our supposed commitment to 
reducing our carbon footprint and 
tackling climate change, it seemed wrong 
to start buying gas fired beacons that 
would be used only once; if indeed we 
could afford to buy the gas by June. What 
we will do instead is proposed in the 

article explaining our plans for the 
celebration.


On Friday 3rd June there will be a 
thanksgiving service held at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London.


On Saturday 4th June there will be a party 
at the Palace with a special televised 
concert in the evening.


On Sunday 5th June there will be the ‘big 
lunch’ where people will hold street picnic 
parties as a community. I am old enough 
to have memories of long trestle tables, 
bunting and lots of finger food at the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. This was 
an era where there were no computers, 
no mobile phones and only 3 channels on 
a colour TV (quite possibly rented as they 
were so expensive at the time).


So there are plans to hold our very own 
big lunch at the Hevingham Village Hall. 
There is a committee of volunteers and 
proposals of what we would like to do will 
be outlined in an article later in this 
magazine; so no spoilers here but I have 
judiciously commandeered the front page 
to give you a heads up that we are 
planning something special for 
Hevingham.


Finally just a quick reminder that the 
clocks go forward on 27 March. Let’s 
hope that by then the pandemic will 
become endemic as we head towards 
warmer and brighter days.




�



Volunteers   .   Volunteers   .   Volunteers 

Communities come together when there is a common need and people are willing to give up 
some of their time for the benefit of providing that need. Without willing volunteers, the need goes 
unmet and there is one less opportunity to bring the community together under a common 
purpose. 

For example, your Parish Councillors are volunteers, albeit that they are elected to represent the 
Parish and to make decisions on their behalf in maintaining the village and introducing 
improvements for the benefit of the community. The next Council election is 2023, so if you think 
this role is the one for you then you will have the opportunity a year’s time. 

There are other roles in need of organisers; someone or several someones prepared to take 
charge or to form a committee. This may take only a few hours out of your busy life. Committees 
meet around an average of 4 times a year to a maximum of 8 times a year for a couple of hours. 
This is 16 hours a year maybe! So here are the opportunities for you to make new connections 
with people in the village and do something that benefits the community at the same time. 

1. Magazine Editor 

The magazine editor works closely with the Parish Clerk and Chairperson to produce a magazine 
four times a year. The editor’s role is to collate the Parish Council minutes, articles and 
advertisements into a 28 page presentation. The editor’s responsibility is to fill the advertising 
spaces and to invoice the advertisers. Also the editor provides the printer with a copy in PDF 
format two weeks before the publication dates, which is the first week of March, June, September 
and December. 

2. Tots group 

There was a Tots group but there isn’t one anymore. Mums were able to meet up once a week at 
the village hall for group play and a chat. Obviously this is a role for mums with little ones. At least 
one person has to pick up the responsibility of building this essential community connection. 

3. Church Council 

St Botolph has to have council members to look after the building and keep it looking nice for 
worship. Those who did this role are retiring. Without a council, the church will only be available 
for hire. Interested volunteers to contact the Rector Rev Margaret McPhee. 

4. Hevingivers 

Committee members needed to help make decisions on where the village benefits, or where an 
individual may benefit and there is no other means or resources to make it happen. Hevingivers 
have helped children with serious medical conditions, raised money for repairs to the church roof 
and to the village hall play equipment. They organise fund raising events like bingo nights, 
therapy days and garage sales. Interested volunteers to contact Sharon Ward on 755314 

5. Laurel Club is no longer operating. They used to cook meals for the elderly at the village hall 
until the cook decided it was time to hang up the apron. We welcome new ideas to replace this 
community service but there was quite a commitment to this venture and many volunteers to 
make it work. If you have an idea, please contact Sharon Ward on 755314



Rector’s Ramblings! 
When did you see the first Easter eggs? I guess seeing the first Easter eggs in shops on the 27 December 
was just a bit too much for me; they even beat Valentine’s Day! It seems no sooner have we past one 
major celebration, then we’re onto the next one.  

With this magazine you’ll receive the Easter card with details of the services in the week leading up to 
the amazing celebration of new life. Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead on the first Easter 
day and it is this that brings hope, joy and faith. The essence of this “love story” is a culmination of a 
week Christians call Holy Week. Starting with the celebrations of Palm Sunday when Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem to cheering crowds to the private, personal meal, The Last Supper, with his friends the 
disciples and the agony of the night in the garden of Gethsemane where Jesus was arrested. A show 
trial followed before he was killed in the most brutal way on a cross. Despair and grief along with fear 
followed until that first Easter morning the women discovered Jesus had gone from the rock-sealed 
grave and they see him alive in the garden by the tomb. The rest, as they say, is “celebrational” 
history.  

We’ll be celebrating Easter at Hevingham church on Saturday 16 April, Easter Eve, at 7pm. This will be 
a quiet reflective service, recognising the week that has been and looking forward, with plenty of 
candle light and atmosphere. Do come along to this special service. 

Rural Dean 

What a joy for me to be commissioned by the Bishop of Norwich, being presented by the Archdeacon 
of Norwich, as Rural Dean of Norwich North Deanery on Sunday 16 January. I remain Rector of 
Felthorpe, Hevingham and Horsford along with this additional role. The organist composed a special 

Miss J's Photographic

Use the code HEVINGHAM10 and get 10% off our packages!

E Q U I N E  E V E N T  &  L I V E S T O C K  P H O T O G R A P H Y

  https://www.facebook.com/Missjsphotographic/
Email: missjsphotographic@gmail.com

Telephone: 07388828 520

Est in 2020 by Kimberley, Miss J's Photographic is fast becoming a favored photographer choice for her creative take and natural
approach to Equine Event and Livestock Photography. 

Featured by Farmtographer Magazine, Miss J's is proud to specialize in Private Equine, Yard, Beach, Foal & Calf Photoshoots while
also providing Showjumping, Stock judging, Livestock Show & event coverage. 

OUR 2022 BOOKING DIARY IS NOW OPEN!





piece of music for the occasion, which I was so touched by, and it was a joy to have friends and 
members of congregations from across the Deanery come along. A Rural Dean is to be aware of the 
circumstances of the Parishes across the Deanery (this includes Drayton, Hellesdon, Horsham, 
Spixworth, Sprowston, Taverham, New Catton, Old Catton, Mile Cross…!), to support clergy colleagues 
and to Chair Deanery Synod (a meeting of clergy and elected lay people) plus anything else the Bishop 
may ask a Rural Dean to do! It will be a privilege to serve. 

The Church Building: the future 

The Church Council have agreed St Mary and St Botolph Church should be transferred to the Diocesan 
Churches Trust. I am now in the process of working with the Diocese to see this process through. We 
are at Faculty stage which is the legal application process. Once that is completed, I am expecting 
approval for the transfer. It is likely to be around 3 to 4 months’ time. As I mentioned in my previous 
article, I will keep you posted on social media and via this magazine.   

What does this mean for you, the Parish community of Hevingham? 

A minimum of 6 services a year at the church. 3 of these will be annual: 

o a service around Easter,  

o Remembrance  

o In the lead up to Christmas.  

o In additional christenings, weddings and funerals will continue to take place. These 
should be booked with myself as currently. 

• The building will be maintained i.e. kept in repair for use, and insured by the Trust 

• Cleaning of the church can be arranged in preparation for a christening, wedding and funeral 
service. This will be done by the recommended cleaners for churches (and other ancient 
buildings) ensuring only those cleaning products suitable for grade 1 buildings are used. The 
cleaning charge, which is paid in addition to the specific service fees, for 2022 is £375.  

• The churchyard can be left to be a wildlife haven, or, as the Parish Council have indicated they 
would like to do, be maintained.  

Up to the end of last year the Parish Council kindly paid 100% of the maintenance of the churchyard 
for us, for which I and the Church Council, as well as the wider community, I am sure have been really 
pleased with the current contractor who has done a fantastic and sensitive job over the past 3 years. 
How do I know, because so many of you have told me and I haven’t had a single complaint!  

The Churchyard 

This is an amazing place to visit with the wildlife, trees and flowers all giving a sense of peace and 
refreshment. As I write this the snowdrops are out with a beautiful carpet of flowers.  

The churchyard itself is almost full. The Church Council is at the early stages of the process of working 
towards its closure. When it closes it means, unless someone has a reserved space confirmed by a 
Faculty (the legal document) or is being laid to rest in an existing family grave, no more burials or 
interment of ashes will be able to take place. There are plans to open up a new churchyard which run 
alongside this process. Again I will keep you posted. In the meantime if you wish to reserve a space 
whilst the existing churchyard remains open, do contact me at revmargaretmcphee@gmail.com or 
01603 893108.  

From the Registers  

Our prayers for the families and friends of Dennis and Evelyn Tubby, Jennifer Seales, Elizabeth Wright 
and Shelia Corne whose funerals have taken place. 

mailto:revmargaretmcphee@gmail.com
mailto:revmargaretmcphee@gmail.com
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NEW SIGNS

In 2021, the Parish Council were asked if the 
village could have signs that said to slow down 
for horses. Hevingham is reported to have around 
117 horses who may access some of our roads.


However, the never plea for drivers to slow down, 
especially where there is a horse and rider using 
the road, even though it is now written in the 
revised version of the Highway Code, it seemed 
only right when considering the safety of our 
villagers, that we should include animals as well.

The request was made at a time when Highways were looking to reduce signs rather than put more up. 
But that didn’t mean we should just give up, or that this was the only way to achieve our goal.


If Highways were not going to help, there was a solution but it involved the willingness of villagers to 
put up signs on their own land. So I am happy to say that the five signs the Parish Council purchased 
have homes and by the time this magazine is issued they should all be put up. There will be two on 
Brick Kiln Road and three along the Church Lane / Heath road.


Thanks for permissions to Pam Norton, Richard Pointer, Suzanne Benton and Derek Giles for allowing 
us to achieve something that hopefully will be of benefit to the whole village. The final sign is destined 
for the Farmer’s Allotments.

HEVINGHAM VILLAGE HALL
A Great place to hold Birthday parties, Wedding receptions/

Celebration parties, 
Conferences/Meetings/Team building,

Exercise classes
Quiz and Bingo nights, Wakes.
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HEVINGHAM GOSPEL HALL SERVICES  
1st and3rd Sundays each month; 3:30pm in winter and 6:30pm summer. A warm welcome is given to 
everyone.


JESUS said “I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH and THE LIFE (John 14v6). There is only ONE WAY that 
satisfies God, that is the JESUS WAY. There are many WAYS in the world, including religion.


There are many who think their good deeds will get them into Heaven. The Bible says, “ALL HAVE 
SINNED” and that sin needs to be FORGIVEN. `This is why JESUS, THE SON OF GOD came into this 
world to die on the CROSS, the we might have FORGIVENESS, by repenting of our SINS and trusting 
JESUS as our SAVIOUR. This is the only way to GOD in Heaven.


JESUS also said, “I AM THE THRUTH”. The Bible tells us He never told a lie; that’s more than any of 
us can say. JESUS also said “I AM THE LIFE”. Jesus said what does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and loses his own soul. Yes, we all have to die - we either go to HEAVEN or HELL, 
depending on what we have down with JESUS.


I have proved GOD in my life. Before I became Christian, I was in a pub. Some were talking about 
God. I openly said “I believe in God”. When I came out of the pub, I am sure it was God, said to me 
“Now what are you going to do about it?” I became a Christian soon afterwards.


Another time, I was asked to read a Lesson at the local Church Carol Service. I decided I couldn’t do 
it because I had a stammer. Then God spoke to me and said, “You say you trust Me; now prove it”. I 
did read the lesson. I could have read the Bible all day; not a trace of a stammer. May GOD BLESS 
you.


Keith and Ann Medler. 01603 755224



Plans for Queen Elizabeth II 
Platinum Jubilee 

Members of Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee 
planning committee


Sharon Ward, Julie Elia, Philippa Martinez

Helen Cox, Suzanne Benton,  Jo Davies

Shane Ward


Get out the bunting, dust off the picnic 
basket and get ready for a big sit-down 
lunch with entertainment to boot. We’re 
going to have a Big Lunch at the Village Hall 
grounds on Sunday 5th June. 

The details are still in the process of being 
finalised but below is the proposals that we 
hope will come to fruition. 

The day kicks off at 12:00pm with a pageant. We 
are asking the school children of Hevingham 
Primary School to make some crowns. It would be 
nice to have the makers parade them on the day. 
We will take a photo of all who attend the pageant 
and this will be one of the items that will be placed 
in a proposed time capsule (future date of burying 
and opening to be determined).


Fortnum and Mason have launched a baking 
competition for a new cake in honour of the Queen 
(think Victoria sponge as a past winning entry). So 
we decided that it would be great to have our very 
own baking competition and we have invited Polly 
Guy, celebrity chef, to judge the entries. Oh and it 
would be great to give your entry a royal name (like 
Elizabethan doughnut or Lizzies bun with a plat in 
‘em (sorry couldn’t resist))


At 1:00pm we sit down on a row of tables, as is 
traditional at street parties, and it’s time to open up 
your picnic baskets and have a community lunch. 
There will be limited seats and hopefully by the time 
this article goes out, we would have worked out a 
sensible way for you to book your seat. Some 
people may wish to pay to book a spot to pitch up 
a tent (as has been done at past music festivals) or 

just bring a blanket and picnic on the grass. We are 
also trying to source a couple of large marquees 
should the weather prove to be a bit on the damp 
side.


At 2:00pm we want people to enjoy some traditional 
games. We might find a safe space for a bit of welly 
wanging, maybe a tug of war, some hopscotch, or 
the odd three legged race. We are open to 
suggestion for this and welcome donations of 
things like rope and hula hoops (contact details 
below). In the meantime we are putting together 
some craft stalls for a more gentle after lunch stroll.


Around 3:30pm - 4:00pm we have booked the local 
band ‘Nightlife’ to play a couple of sets to play us 
out AND we have booked the ‘Bucket List’ to be 
ready for an afternoon bite or to take home when 
we wrap up the day around 6:00pm


Parking will be made available, however, as these 
things do not organise themselves, we would 
welcome volunteers to help steward the parking of 
cars both at the village hall and we hope to have an 
overspill car park nearby.


We will also need helpers to do things like steward 
the welly wanging area so someone does not get 
accidentally ‘wellied’, helpers to set up tables and 
chairs and also a clean up squad. So if there is 
anything you feel you can do to pitch in, please 
send an email to shaneward22@hotmail.com or ring 
01603 755314 and leave a name and contact 
number.


We will be setting up an event site on Facebook to 
measure the extent of interest. Please do use it if 
you are thinking of coming. This will help us to 
better plan the layout and manage the event and we 
can add more information over the next few months 
in the knowledge that you will see it. Although we 
will also add the information on Hevingham People.


mailto:shaneward22@hotmail.com
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Hello everyone.  

The village hall is available to hire for all your family gatherings, 
parties etc. 

Denise-Rock Box/Zumba on Tuesdays at 10:15-11:15am 
Kathy-LineDancing on Tuesdays at 1:30-2:30pm & 2:45-3:45pm 
Lucy-Parallel Dance-Tots dance on Thursdays 9-10am 

Hevingham Bowls and Anglia Windows Bowls,  the Hevingham 
Community Kitchen Garden and Hevingivers are holding regular 
events (details on Facebook or check with their organisers). 
Tots2Teens-February 16th 2022-book with Broadland DC. 

We still have space for regular exercise classes and regular hires if 
you have any ideas. Spread the word. 

Please remember we have a clothes and shoes reuse/recycling unit 
beside the shed and bottle recycling facilities too.  The Post Office 
van still comes every Wednesday at 9-10am. 

Please contact me for information, availability or to book and visit our 
Facebook page.  

Julie.elia@hotmail.co.uk    Tel: 07776021481 
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Public Rights of Way - Footpaths

You may or may not know that Hevingham has nine footpath public rights of way and I have not 
walked one of them; an omission I plan to rectify. But there may be many of you who use some of 
them regularly. If you are familiar footpath walker, please do get in touch with the Chair of the Parish 
Council.


Once upon a time there were people who used to walk the footpaths to see if they were in good 
order and devoid of obstructions. This paid position appears to have become obsolete along with 
the knowledge that they even existed.


Some of the footpaths appear to be no more than short cut-throughs but a few appear to be a mile 
or so long. It would have been nice to put a copy of the ordinance survey map here to illustrate 
where they are but unfortunately it is copyright and says that no copies can be made. 


However, you may view almost all of the footpaths on the website footpathmap.co.uk

https://footpathmap.co.uk/map/?zoom=15&lng=1.27861&lat=52.74648


The challenge for this year will be to walk all nine footpaths and using the online application ‘what-
three-words’ to record an up to date identification of the beginning and end of each footpath. So if 
you have this application and you are familiar with the footpaths, please do send to the council the 
what-three-word coordinates.


http://footpathmap.co.uk
https://footpathmap.co.uk/map/?zoom=15&lng=1.27861&lat=52.74648
http://footpathmap.co.uk
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Looking For New Members 
(by Mike Harvey) 

Having lived in the village since 2005 I am surprised that so few people are aware that they 
possibly have the best scale model racing circuit in the world but definitely the best in the UK 
here in their village. I have raced on many tracks in the UK but ‘nothing even comes close’ to 
Presto Park. 

The track is a four lane, 97 ft to the lap circuit with an electronic digital lap and time 
recording system. The lap times are accurate to within 1000 th of a second, the current fastest 
lap having been recorded at 5.546 seconds. The circuit is fully landscaped with over 150 trees 
and over 1400 figures around the track.The circuit and all buildings can also be illuminated as 
we run some races in the dark every year. The circuit  has a heli port with the landing area 
illuminated too. 

We run several different classes of cars including Sports/Gt, NASCAR, Saloons, Goodwood and 
Formula 1. We run cars made by Scalextric  but they are heavily modified to make them 
perform better and be more reliable, something that Scalextric still haven’t managed to 
achieve. The cars we run are mainly made in Italy, and whilst being slightly more expensive 
than Scalextric are superb. 

Comparing this hobby to many others it is relatively inexpensive. Once you have your cars and 
hand controller it is just replacing tyres and pickup braids that are required. When you join 
the club training is given to help you prepare your cars and assist with how to drive these 
rocket ships. However, we don’t expect you to buy everything straight away so hand 
controllers and cars will be loaned to you for a few weeks and second hand equipment is 
always available to get you started. Once you get into the hobby you will want to upgrade to 
the latest cars etc. 

Slot car racing as it is called is very addictive, I have been racing since i was twelve years 
starting with a figure of eight track on my parents lounge floor, I am of the age now when I 
draw a pension. 

If you would like to come and see us to experience what it is all about contact me on 07771 
560275 or 01603 754319. You could also check out the circuit on my website, just Google 
Presto Park.



    
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEVINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 5TH OCTOBER 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

Present:      Parishioners: 3                       
Cllr S Ward (Chairman)     
Cllr S Benton (Vice Chair)    In attendance: District Councillor J Neesam 
Cllr J Norton                                                                                                 
Cllr S Howes                        
Cllr D Holmes                    
Cllr A Ramsbottom 
Cllr M Williamson 
Cllr A Bunn 
Cllr T Palmer  
Cllr A Long 
Mrs K Medler (Clerk) (via Skype) 
      
The meeting was Chaired by Cllr S Benton for experience. 

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were approved from Cllr I Nickalls and County Cllr D Roper. 

2.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
There were no declarations of interest or dispensation requests.  

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th September 2021 were agreed by all.  

4. MATTERS ARISING 
- The Clerk has contacted BDC regarding the tree stump on The Heath but has not received a response to date.  
- The willow tree on the A140 has been dealt with. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
- It was reported that the Health, Wellbeing and Craft Day was very successful raising £420.60, which will be going   
  towards the bike track at the Village Hall. 
- A Bingo Night is being planned by The Hevingivers which will take place before Christmas. 

6. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION 
a. Finance 
i) The following accounts were presented for payment and were approved: 
F Martinez (Handyman jobs)        £1155.00  
P H Collins (Grass cutting as agreed for September)     £410.00  
HMR&C (PAYE x3)         £131.60  

The Clerk’s standing order was paid today.  

Receipts noted: 
Allotment rent          £710.00 
Magazine adverts        £10.00 

Balance at the bank now stands at £24,207.77. 

ii) Following discussions and 2 unanimous votes, it was agreed: 1 - the Clerk should make the necessary 
arrangements so the Parish Council can move to Online Banking. 2 - Cllr M Williamson will come off the account 
as a signatory and be replaced with Cllr D Holmes. 

iii) The Laurel Club will be holding a Community Thank You Lunch for their cook and have asked if the Parish 
Council would like to attend and make a donation for a gift. It was agreed that the Chairman will attend and take a 
£30.00 garden centre gift voucher so the recipient can choose her own plant. A cheque was made out to Cllr S 
Benton so she could purchase an appropriate voucher. 

iv) The Church have requested further funds to cover the grass cutting for this year due to extra cuts being 
required. They currently have £43.75 left from the original grant given but are looking for a further £631.25 to cover 
the September cuts and possibly another £225.00 to cover October. Following a lengthy discussion, the 



extra costs were agreed but for the next cutting season, the Parish Council will seek their own quotes, to enable 
them to control costs going forward.  

b. Village Hall Playing Field Community Project 
Whilst there may not be much to ‘see’ at present, there is a lot going on in the background. A Focus Group has 
been set up and things should start to come together in the next few months. Fundraising and Sponsorship is 
being investigated and any sponsors names will be shown on the site, which was accepted. Two ‘community 
networking’ events are being planned for the 14th and 24th November – one for children and one for adults. 

c. Horses in the village 
Cllr D Holmes circulated some suggestions and advised on prices for the signs and following some slight 
alterations designs were agreed. The Clerk will check the Council’s Financial Regulations to see if any further 
quotes must be obtained before proceeding but if one can be accepted, all agreed Cllr D Holmes could go ahead, 
and 5 signs should be purchased.  Fitting will need to be considered, with possibly parishioners or the handyman 
being involved. The Chairman will also seek a further location on which to put a sign, this would preferably be in 
the vicinity of the Village Hall on Brick Kiln Road.     

d. Farmer’s allotments. 
The Clerk confirmed the handyman is in the process of trimming the verges along the Half Acres and will be 
‘treating’ the remaining tree stumps.  A discussion then ensued as to whether the Parish Council should be 
continuing to pay for this or the tenants. The Chairman will go and look at the area and report back at the next 
meeting. 

e. Village allotments 
i) Updates and new issues 
- One of the tenants has mentioned that when the car park hedge was cut, the debris was let on their plot. The 
Clerk will  
  speak to the handyman and get this removed. 
- Could a post be installed near the main gate so tenants can use it for a retractable hose. Cllr D Holmes will 
arrange.  

f. Planning 
i) There were no new applications to consider. 
ii) Outcomes of previous applications: 
20210241 – The Piggeries, The Turn – Refused.  
20211065 – White House Farm, 35 The Turn – Approved.  

g. BDC’s Hackney Carriage & Private Hire Policy consultation 
No-one has any comments they wished to put forward. 

h. BDC’s Gambling Policy consultation 
No-one has any comments they wished to put forward. 

i. Remembrance Service 2021 
- All agreed a wreath should be bought and the same donation made as last year (£100.00). A cheque was made 
out to  
  the Clerk, so she can arrange the donation, as the RBL will not accept cheques and the Council do not hold a 
debit or  
  credit card. The Clerk will order wreath design B costing £17.00, leaving £83.00 as a donation to the RBL. Cllr M  
  Williamson will take delivery and lay the wreath at the service on the 14th November. 
- Information regarding purchase of a ‘Tommy’ had also been circulated by the Clerk and it was unanimously 
agreed that  
  a 4ft 10’ Tommy should be purchased for £175.00 + shipping £25.00. The Clerk will arrange delivery to Cllr T 
Palmer.  
  The ‘Tommy’ will be placed on the triangle near the Village Green at the appropriate time of year.  

j. HM the Queens Platinum Jubilee 
The Hevingivers are currently in contact with the Eden Project regarding a Jubilee Lunch. Several ideas are still 
being considered for the celebration. If any-one would like to get involved, please contact Mrs S Ward.  



7. MATTERS TO REPORT 
a. Correspondence 
None. 

b. Clerks Report 
Nothing to report. 

c. Report from the Chairman on the Police Community Forum and Police PSM attended 
Domestic violence was the main subject discussed. A question was raised over whether burglaries should be 
reported but as Police resources are based on reports, it was agreed they should be.  The Chairman is aware of a 
recent burglary on Brick Kiln Road and will be speaking to PC Ward regarding this.  The Chairman will continue to 
attend the local Aylsham meetings.   

d. Village Hall Report 
Cllr D Holmes advised that whilst some plumbing work was being completed at the Hall, they took the opportunity 
to take a feed outside to water the Community Garden. As a result, some boxing is needed to cover the internal 
pipes and as this is part of the Community Project, the Hall are wondering if the Parish Council will cover the 
handyman’s quote to do this of £80.00. This was agreed.  

e. Police Report  
The Clerk advised there were 3 crimes in the village during August: 1 x Violent & sexual offence (on or near Pound 
Close), 1 x Public Order (on or near Pound Road), and 1 x Bicycle Theft (on or near Morgans Way). Further 
information can be accessed via www.police.uk. 
      

f. District and County Reports 
District 
The Waste Review has been concluded and Veolia have been awarded the contract again. 
The accommodation review has been completed and the outcome will be announced in December.  
It has been agreed that a thorough investigation will be conducted regarding the ‘contact’ issues at BDC, and a 
plan put in place to improve going forward.   Proof that people have received poor service will be required so if 
anyone has had any poor experiences, please let Cllr J Neesam know – information on date, time, department and 
the ‘problem’ is all that is needed.  
County 
In Cty Cllr D Roper’s absence, the following was read by Dist Cllr J Neesam: 
Following the last meeting I have taken up getting all of the white lines in the village repainted. This will be covered 
by my local councillor’s grant. 
The Council has a new policy on promoting the use of electric vehicles. This includes making a bid for government 
funding towards provision of charging points at community hubs, village halls etc. If successful, the government 
funding would cover 75% of cost with the remainder coming from my local member grant. This will be something to 
consider if the Council bid is successful. 
Ofsted are doing an inspection of children’s services this week. 
Usually, the Council would be kicking off its budget process, but everything has been delayed for a month whilst 
we wait for news on government funding. You may have seen the government plan to raise NI to fund the NHS 
and Social  
Care - we wait to see whether the government will go through with this and also how much of the social care 
money actually finds its way to local councils. 
Cllr M Williamson asked if there was any news on the flooding at The Beck. Cllr J Neesam will refer this back to 
Cllr D Roper for comment. 

7. MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Future discussion: Mother & Toddler Group. 

Next meeting is on the 7th of December 2021 at 19:30.   

      The meeting ended at 21:00

http://www.police.uk
http://www.police.uk


 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEVINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 7TH DECEMBER 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL  

Present: Parishioners: 1  
Cllr S Ward (Chairman)  
Cllr S Benton (Vice Chair) In attendance: County Councillor D Roper  
Cllr J Norton Rev M McPhee  
Cllr I Nickalls J Mayhew MP (via Skype)  
Cllr D Holmes M Eva (from the office of JM via Skype)  
Cllr A Ramsbottom  
Cllr M Williamson  
Cllr A Bunn  
Cllr T Palmer  
Mrs K Medler (Clerk) (via Skype)  

1. APOLOGIES  
Apologies were approved from Cllrs S Howes, A Long and District Cllr J Neesam.  

2.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS  
There were no declarations of interest or dispensation requests.  

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th October 2021 were agreed by all.  

4. MATTERS ARISING  
- Cllr M Williamson commented that the wreath this year was very good and several more attended the memorial 
service than last year. It was noted that the ‘Tommy’ also arrived and been displayed. Next year, if a bugler is 
going to play, residents would like to be made aware so they can attend.  
- Cllr M Williamson asked again about the fence on the beck but no comment could be made in Cty Cllr D Roper’s 
absence although the Clerk is aware he met with Highways on the 8th November. Mr M Eva suggested J Mayhew 
MP could be asked to help with this.  
- The Clerk confirmed online banking is now up and running and Cllr D Holmes has replaced Cllr M Williamson as 
a signatory.  
- Having checked the Council’s Financial Regulations, the Clerk obtained two further quotes for the ‘slow down’ 

signs. Having circulated these, Red Dragon Media were still the preferred supplier and so were authorised to 
proceed. The signs are now ready, but fitting has not been agreed. The Chairman will provide Cllr D Holmes 
with the agreed locations for delivery. Some people have agreed to install themselves but if any are left the 
handyman will be asked to install.  

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
- Rev M McPhee commented that if anyone knows of any buglers for the Remembrance Service next year, she will 
happily take details.  
- The PCC have unanimously agreed to pass the management of Hevingham Church over to the Churches Trust. 
The process will take around 9-10 months. All Parishes are currently being reviewed by the Diocese, but it is 
hoped this handover will be accepted. If enough people come forward to prevent this happening, the decision can 
be reversed. A minimum of six services a year will continue, and baptisms, weddings and funerals would count 
towards that number.  



6. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION  
a. Finance  
i) Half yearly accounts  
These had been previously circulated and were agreed.  
ii) Accounts for payment  
The following account had already been paid to test online banking:  
P H Collins (Grass cutting as agreed for October) £410.00  
The Clerk’s standing order was paid on the 5th November.  
The following accounts were presented for payment and were approved:  
Mrs K Medler (Expenses) £38.64  
E-on (Electricity) £99.31  
F Martinez (Handyman jobs) £100.00  
NPT&S (Training - Chairman) £36.00  
Hevingham PCC (Grass cutting Sept & Oct) £431.25  
B Bambridge (Tree work at Village Hall) £1,000.00  
(The Chairman had agreed an additional £100,00 for some extra works)  
Red Dragon Media (Slow down signs) £1,050.00  
Cllr A Ramsbottom (Hanging baskets) £48.43  
The Clerk’s standing order was paid on the 5th December. 
Receipts noted:  
BDC – 2nd Precept instalment £6,666.00  
BDC – CIL payment £1,756.11  
Magazine adverts £110.00  
Allotment rent £1,817.50  
Balance at the bank now stands at £30,233.75.  
iii) Grass cutting contract 2022  
The Clerk has only been able to obtain one quote (from the current contractor) but that is more than double what 
we have been paying. Cllr I Nickalls may know someone who would be interested so the Clerk will forward the 
specification to him and will also try Norse.  
Cty Cllr D Roper joined the meeting at 19:50  
iv) Grass cutting at the Church 2022  
Rev M McPhee explained that the PCC are legally responsible for appointing the contractor and have decided to 
re-appoint M Bedder for the 2022 season. Subject to the number of cuts required due to the weather, the quote 
ranges from £3040.00 to £3648.00. The Church have not had any complaints about damage etc since M Bedder 
has been on board and so they see no reason to go elsewhere. If the management of the Church does go to the 
Churches Trust, they will then be responsible for organising any contractor and the Parish Council can speak to 
them, at that time, about taking over responsibility if they wish. Whilst the Church has some funds for 
maintenance, they have lost some funding due to a decline in visitors because of Covid. The Church is completely 
independent and do not get any central support. Following discussions, it was agreed the Parish Council will 
contribute £3040.00, to be paid in June. If any further funds are required, these will be subject to negotiation.  
J Mayhew MP joined the meeting at 20:05 and item 7g was bought forward with the Chairman’s agreement  

7. MATTERS TO REPORT  
g. District and County Reports  
Questions  
Cllr M Williamson raised the ongoing issue of the fence on the beck. Highways are still drawing up a scheme to 
prevent the flooding and the Boundaries Team are still looking into the boundary position. It was agreed the Clerk 
will send a summary of the problem to J Mayhew MP to see if he can assist with this.  
County  
The renewal of the white lines in the village has been programmed and will be paid for from Cllr Ropers local 
budget.  
If the Village Hall are interested in having an electric charging point at the Hall, let Cllr Roper know by the new 
year.  
The Budget Consultation is ongoing. A 3% rise in Council Tax is being consulted on even though 4% is 
recommended.  
District (reported by Cllr D Roper)  
There is still no news on the accommodation review.  
BDC have a £900,000 underspend (savings have been made on the waste 

Cty Cllr D Roper left the meeting at 20:10 



6. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION  
a. Finance continued  
v) Budget / Precept 2022/23  
The Clerk had previously circulated some proposed figures and following discussions it was unanimously agreed 
the Precept should be increased to £15,000. In future, people coming to the Parish Council for funding, will be 
encouraged to fund raise in the first instance. The Parish Council will also look to engage more volunteers of work 
in the village.  

b. Village Hall Playing Field Community Project  
The two ‘community networking’ events were successful. The Pergola is now up and there are lots of plants to be 
planted. It is hoped an official opening of the garden will take place on the 1st May. To clarify, the garden is there to 
help the community come together to learn, connect and relax and so aiding mental health and wellbeing.  
J Mayhew MP left the meeting at 20:25  

c. Village allotments  
It has been reported that the Community Plot (14) has rats under their shed. This is a tenant issue as likely to be 
down to seed / feed stored in the shed. Cllr D Holmes will speak to the main tenant and see what can be done.  

d. Planning  
i) There were no new applications to consider.  
ii) Application considered between meetings:  
20211905 – Meadow View, 19 The Street – Rear extensions, alterations and annexe. Majority no objections. This 
has also now had full approval by BDC with conditions.  
iii) Outcomes of previous applications:  
20211568 – Stonedale, 17 Westgate – Full approval with garage roof remaining flat.  
20211562 – 34 Brick Kiln Road – Full approval with conditions.  

e. Meeting Dates 2022  
The Clerk had previously circulated proposals and these were agreed.  

f. Publication Scheme  
The Clerk had previously circulated some minor amendments, and these were agreed.  

g. Trod Path  
The Chairman has met with Mr Seales to discuss the replacement hedging as two attempts have now been made 
to replace the hedging removed to make way for the trod path, without success. Mr Seales currently has a 
contractor working on site who he trusts to do a proper job and a quote has been provided for the necessary 
works. The Clerk has obtained a second quote, but this is higher and does not include any labour costs. Mr Seales 
has agreed to take over responsibility for looking after the hedge if his contractor completes the work. All agreed to 
authorise this.  

h. Magazine  
Following discussion, all agreed this needs to be retained if possible. The Chairman is the ‘caretaker editor’ at 
present but a permanent editor is needed. This is a volunteer role and was advertised in the latest magazine.  
Some changes are needed to deliveries, and it was agreed Cllr A Long will take over from Mrs Coldham and Mrs 
Holmes will replace Cllr M Williamson.  

i. Internet Banking Policy  
The Clerk had previously circulated a proposed policy, and this was agreed. It was also agreed the Clerk should 
set up the Chairman for online access too. (It was noted the Councils branch in Aylsham will be closing in 
January).  

j. Financial Regulations  
The Clerk had previously circulated some minor amendments, and these were agreed.  

k. Mother and Toddler Group  
Having read the information previously provided it was agreed the Council would not provide any funding as there 
had not been a grant request from a committed group of people with ongoing support. The Hevingivers could be 
approached or alternatively fund raising could be considered. 



7. MATTERS TO REPORT  
a. Plaque for Community Response to Covid  
The Chairman explained a memorial plaque had been given to Hevingham from the Lord Lieutenant Lady Dannatt 
to commemorate the resilience of the community during the pandemic. It was felt it should be placed at the Village 
Hall and so the Village Hall Committee will be given the decision as to where to display it.  

b. Correspondence  
None.  

c. Clerks Report  
Nothing to report.  

d. Report from the Chairman on finance training attended  
This was a really interesting topic and would recommend to others interested in how the Council’s finances work 
etc.  

e. Village Hall Report  
Cllr D Holmes advised that bookings are picking up and a new sound system has been installed.  
f. Police Report  

The Clerk advised there was 1 crime in the village during September: 1 x Violent & sexual offence (on or near 
A140 Cromer Road) and 3 crimes during October: 3 x Violent & sexual offences (2 on or near Morgans Way and 1 
on or near Park Land / Open Space). Further information can be accessed via www.police.uk.  

8. MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Next meeting is on the 11th of January 2022 at 19:30.  

The meeting ended at 21:00  
Happy Christmas! 



What is a precept?

Some things you take for granted because 
you always do them and they become 
second nature. For example, once we 
establish the days for our refuse collection, 
the habit of taking the bins out on certain 
days becomes an unquestioned part of the 
everyday pattern of life. Fifty years of London 
life and ‘London-centric’ thinking had to be 
changed when I moved to Norfolk. I had no 
experience of oil fired heating or sceptic 
tanks for starters. I also had no experience of 
Parish Councils (because there were none in 
London) or how they worked.

In my first year of living in Hevingham, 
attending the Parish Council meetings, was 
the first time I have come across the word 
‘precept’ and had no idea what they were 
talking about. So what was a precept and 
how did it fit into village life?

If you look up the word by itself on the 
internet it won’t help much unless you also 
add
‘local government’ to the search. Then it 
defines precept as: “ ...the parish council’s 
share of the council tax”, except that it goes 
on to say it is an amount in addition to the 
County Council’s demand for Council Tax. 
The next question therefore had to be, what 
is it for?

The Parish Council is responsible for 
maintaining facilities that it creates, like 
allotments, property and anything the County 
Council is no obliged to look after. If the 
people in Hevingham want something that 
the County Council will not provide, it is an 
expense that must be met purely by the 
people in Hevingham. The amount of the 
precept and how it is spent is decided and 
managed by your elected Parish Council. 
The amount that each household pays is 
decided by a system that calculates the cost 
of a band D property and the number of 
properties in the village. Hevingham’s 
number in 2022 is 424.

The precept for the year 2021 was £13,200 
(£31.13 per household if you divide the 
precept by 424), so in addition to your 
council tax from County Council there is - on 
average - an additional £31 to pay.

What does the council spend the money on?

Each village has its own facilities that are 
enjoyed almost exclusively by them. 
Hevingham has the village hall grounds and 
a village green that has to be maintained. It 
sometimes seems that council meetings are 
dominated by grass cutting - and indeed we 
also have supported the maintenance of 
Hevingham church churchyard because it is 
used so often. But there is also the 
maintenance of trees, hedges, street lighting, 
electricity, a handy man to do odd jobs, the 
vil lage magazine, council lor training, 
subscriptions and general maintenance 
around the village.

Most parish councils have an annual precept 
but Hevingham has one of the lowest 
precepts in the Broadlands District. At least 
one parish has a precept of £129 and there 
is no limit on how much a council is able to 
set; however, it really depends on what 
facilities a village wants that decides how 
much it would have to pay to get it.

In 2022, with the price of everything going 
up, the Parish Council had no choice but to 
increase the precept. However, we were 
aware that the County Council were also 
going to raise the council tax by 3%, so while 
the increase to £15,000 (£35.37 per 
household) would not cover the projected 
expenditure the Parish Council had to 
acknowledge the need to make savings as 
well.



Ivy Venables 100 years old

(by Heather Webb)


So how much life has a 100 year old seen in their 
lifetime? Ivy Venables, having been born in the 
East End of London in March 1922, has seen 
plenty. She left school at the age of 14, even 
though her teachers thought she should have 
stayed on. It was a financial necessity to get the 
children out as early as possible to earn money 
for the family.


She was May Queen in her last year at school, 
something we know she was very proud of. 
Dressed up in a pretty white dress she 
remembered it fondly, especially as she wasn’t 
able to find one in time for her own wartime 
wedding, which took place while her husband 
was on s short leave between operations.


Her first job at 14 was in the City of London in 
the office of a paper distributing company, which 
she loved; until she applied to join the Land Army 
and was billeted at Nazeing, near Epping Forest, 
working there through most of the 2nd World 
War.


She got married to Gerald (knew him since school time) during the wartime in 1944 just before he flew 
out to Arnhem. He was a glider pilot and landed in Holland where he was captured and taken prisoner as 
a wounded soldier.


While he was missing and after narrowly escaping death herself from a doodlebug (V2 bomb) which 
landed on her bed when she should have been in it, Ivy decided to go and live with Gerald’s parents in 
Ross on Wye and joined the British Red Cross there, working with young children. Shortly after that she 
got a job as a nanny after being highly recommended to a family whose father was significant in starting 
up the National Healthcare system and was mainly living on their estate in the Isle of Skye.


So for 6 months Ivy did not hear anything from her husband and immersed herself in her new role as 
nanny. She loved it; In fact, when Gerald did finally get home from the war, the family begged Ivy to stay 
with them. But Ivy wanted to start her own family and made the decision to leave and start her life as a 
wife and mother.


Family was always a priority in Ivy and Gerald’s long married life and they had a very large one: 6 
children, 12 grandchildren, 18 great grandchildren (at the last count) and many children fostered by 4 of 
her own children too. She was mostly a very busy housewife until all of her children were at high school, 
when she then worked as a school secretary in a London school. Loving her job, working in the school 
and amongst children again, she was a little upset at having to retire. Gerald bid on a house at an 
auction at The Bell, Norwich and unexpectedly bought a house in Hevingham in 1984.  Their son Mark, 
who had just bought a house in Nelson Way, saw this house up for auction and got his parents on a 
whim to come up from London to look at it!



They lived then very happily in Hevingham 
ever since, getting fully involved in the 
community, enjoying their retirement with 
many of the local clubs in the village and 
surrounding area. She also volunteered with 
British Red Cross. Ivy’s faith is also very 
important to her and got involved with the 2 
churches in the village. Even in her nineties, 
she would visit some of the elderly villagers 
every week until they passed away. A 
member of the Parochial Church Council for 
some years, she still continues to support 
Hevingham St Botolphs Church today. She is 
blessed to be looked after by her family still 
and is currently living with her youngest 
daughter and family in Scotland. We will be 
gathering as a family to be with her in 
Scotland for her 100th birthday even though 
she has said she doesn’t want a fuss!


[Happy Birthday Ivy]





Would you like to advertise in Hevingham News? 

Full Page Colour £24 (limited space) 
Full Page Black & White £12 
Half Page Black & White £6 

Quarter Pager Black & White £3 

Deadline for Ad submissions 9th May 2022 
Deadline for Ad payment 13th May 2022 

June Summer Edition Issue Date 11th June 2022 










